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Summaries by Christian Roy 

 

Books in Chronological Order of Publi cation 

 

1949: NҲתvcv  

(The State.) Self-ŪžĆŃıűĭđč˗̇ʻ˃ʾ˃˙̇¸îŭıű˘̇AćőŊőŉıćî˗̇˻7ŃîűűıŬžđű̇čđű̇¿ćıđŊćđű̇
űőćıîŃđű˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇ʻ˃˂ˁ˗̇ʻ˃˃˃˖ Paris: R & N, 2020. 

Bernard Charbonneau felt the fetish of the State was such a pervasive 
hindrance to all critical thought and constructive action that, insisting on 
tackling it himself, he delegated to Ellul the task of writing the book on his own 
discovery of Technique. As  a kind of historical and theoretical counterpart of 
~ŭƓđŃŃ˾ű̇1984, written at the same time, q˷BŹîŹ still had to wait forty years to 
ĦıŊč̇î̇ŪŭőŪđŭ̇ŪžĆŃıűĭđŭ˗̇čđűŪıŹđ̇AŃŃžŃ˾ű̇ĆđűŹ̇đĦĦőŭŹű̇Źő̇ŪŭőŉőŹđ̇ıŹ̇ƓĭđŊ̇ıŹ̇ĦıŭűŹ̇
ćîŉđ̇őžŹ̇îű̇őŊđ̇őĦ̇7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž˾ű̇ŉîŊƕ̇űîmizdats, only available on demand 
from the author.  



 

1963: Vgknjctf"fg"Ejctfkp."rtqrjּקvg"fҲwp"ּמig"vqvcnkvcktg 

(Teilhard de Chardin, Prophet of a Totalitarian Age .) Paris: Denoël, 1963 
(reissued 1981). 

A rare critical voice amidst the posthumous vogue of the Jesuit paleontologist 
and his technophile theodicy m˶aking Christ the Omega Point of the 
đŉđŭħđŊŹ̇ ćőŃŃđćŹıƒđ̇ ŉıŊč̇ őĦ̇ đƒőŃžŹıőŊ̇ îű̇ ¸ŭőħŭđűű˗̇ 7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž˾ű̇
deconstruction of this seductively pseudo - Christian and falsely humanistic 
ideology is a still pot đŊŹ˗̇űćîŹĭıŊħ̇ıŊčıćŹŉđŊŹ̇őĦ̇Źĭđ̇ŪîŹŭőŊ̇űîıŊŹ̇őĦ̇Źőčîƕ˾ű̇
ÇŭîŊűĭžŉîŊıűŹ̇ ŉőƒđŉđŊŹ˗̇ ŹĭîŹ̇ ćîŊ̇ ĭđŃŪ̇ đƔŪőűđ̇ Źĭđ̇ ŃîŹŹđŭ˾ű̇ čıűŹžŭĆıŊħ̇
implications.  



1965: Le paradoxe de la culture 

(The Paradox of Culture .) Paris: Denoël, 1965 (reissued 1981). 

Later updated and integrated into  Nuit et jour , see below. 

  

1966: Dimanche et lundi 

(Sunday and Monday.) Paris: Denoël, 1966. 

Work and leisure as complementary modern categories into which human 
ŃıĦđ̇ıű̇ĦıŹŹđč̇Źő̇űžıŹ̇ıŊčžűŹŭıîŃ̇űőćıđŹƕ˾ű̇ŪŭőčžćŹıƒıűŹ̇ıŉŪđŭîŹıƒđ̇őĦ̇ŹőŹîŃ̇
organization.  

  



 

1966: Célébration du coq  

(Celebration of the Rooster). Le Jas: Robert Morel, 1966 (pdf  reprint:  
https://www.fenixx.fr , 2019). 
 
Charbonneau gives a free reign to his mordant wit in this satire of French 
nationalism, and by extension, of every local variant of this universal blight 
of sentimentalized State - worship.  
 

 
 
1967: NҲJqoocwvq 

(Automan .) Paris: Denoël, 1967 (reissued 2003). 
 
Mass- man driven by the car, not the other way around, illustrating how the 
mirage of individual freedom is built into the total mobilization of society 
by Technique.  Even world wars have not made as many victims as the 
automobile, nor as fundamentally redefined all aspects of life, as 
Charbonneau shows  in this  biting critique of car culture . The changes it 
wrought in his native Bordeaux , palpable in daily life but which no media 
would touch as such in his lifetime, first alerted him as a teenager to the 
insidious dictatorship of Change for its own sake in industrial society.   

https://www.fenixx.fr/
https://www.fenixx.fr/
https://halldulivre.com/ebook/9782307360759-celebration-du-coq-bernard-charbonneau/


 
 
1969: Le Jardin de Babylone 
(The Garden of Babylon.) Paris: Gallimard, 1969; Paris: Éditions de 
Ń˾AŊćƕćŃőŪĒčıđ̇čđű̇ŊžıűîŊćđű˗̇ʼʺʺʼ˖ (Unauthorized English translation o f 
the Spanish translation downloadable for free at 
https://libcom.org/article/garden - babylon - nature - revolutionary -
force - bernard - charbonneau .) 
 
Expanding on his ground - breîŀıŊħ̇ʻ˃ʽˁ̇ŉîŊıĦđűŹő̇őŊ̇˻UđđŃıŊħ̇Ħőŭ̇xîŹžŭđ̇
îű̇ î̇ ŭđƒőŃžŹıőŊîŭƕ̇ Ħőŭćđ˼̇ ˭űđđ̇ ĆđŃőƓ̇ žŊčđŭ Nous sommes des 
révolutionnaires malgré nous ˮ˗̇Źĭıű̇ıű̇6đŭŊîŭč̇7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž˾ű̇čđĦıŊıŹıƒđ̇
statement of his thesis that Nature is a discovery of the very industrial 
society  that destroys it, usually coopting nostalgia for it to drive its own 
relentless expansion.   

  

https://libcom.org/article/garden-babylon-nature-revolutionary-force-bernard-charbonneau
https://libcom.org/article/garden-babylon-nature-revolutionary-force-bernard-charbonneau


1972: La fin du paysage 
(The End of the Landscape), with Maurice Bardet: foreword and chapter 
introductions by BC  (reissued separately as Vers la banlieue totale , see 
below), photos and captions by MB. Paris: Anthropos, 1972.  
A picture album of the French landscape in the process of degradation by 
˻čđƒđŃőŪŉđŊŹ˼˖ 

 

1972: Prométhée réenchaîné 

(Prometheus Rebound.) wıŉđőħŭîŪĭđč˗̇ʻ˃ˁʼ˙̇¸îŭıű˘̇qî̇ÇîĆŃđ̇ŭőŊčđ˗̇˻qî̇ŪđŹıŹđ̇
àđŭŉıŃŃőŊ˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇ʼʺʺʻ˖ 

An anatomy of Revolution and its repeated failures, written in the aftermath 
of May 1968. 

  



 

1973: Le système et le chaos. Critique du développement exponentiel 

(System and Chaos. A Critique of Exponential Development .) Paris: Anthropos, 
ʻ˃ˁʽ˙̇¸îŭıű˘̇AćőŊőŉıćî˗̇˻7ŃîűűıŬžđű̇čđű̇¿ćıđŊćđű̇űőćıîŃđű˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇ʻ˃˃ʺ˙̇¸îŭıű˘̇
qđ̇űîŊħ̇čđ̇Ńî̇Çđŭŭđ˗̇˻qî̇ŪđŊűĒđ̇ĒćőŃőħıŬžđ˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇ʼʺʻʼ; Paris : R & N, with a 
foreword by Renaud Garcia , 2022. 

The first full statement of the impossibility of infinite growth on a finite planet , 
and the vicious cycle of totalizing system and chaotic breakdown this mirage 
generates on the road to global technoc ratic dictatorship and/or planetary 
environmental collapse.  

 



 

1973: Tristes campagnes 

(Vanishing Countryside .) Paris: Denoël, 1973; Paris: Le pas de côté, 2013. 

Ironically echoing structural anthropologist Claude Lévi -¿Źŭîžűű˾ű Tristes 
tropiques  that made concern over the plight of distant tribes fashionable, 
Charbonneau tries to get the French to pay attention to the tragedy of a 
disappearing traditional society on their own doorstep: that of the Béarn 
countryside where he chose to sett Ńđ˖̇˭áđŊčđŃŃ̇6đŭŭƕ̇ćőŉđű̇Źő̇ŉıŊč˚ˮ 

 

1974: Notre table rase 

(Meagre Pickings.) Paris: Denoël, 1974. 
The literal  tabula rasa  of what passes for food in industrial society.  



 

1977: Les Écologistes 

(The Ecologists)̠ ̇ƓıŹĭ̇¸ıđŭŭđ̇¿îŉžđŃ˖̇¸îŭıű˘̇wîŭîĆőžŹ˗̇˻UŃîűĭ̇îćŹžîŃıŹĒ˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇
1977. 

An introduction to the fledgling environmental movement in French politics.  



 

1980: Le Feu vert. Autocritique du mouvement écologique 

(The Green Light. A Self- Criti que of the Ecological Movement.) Paris: Karthala, 
˻¸őıŊħ̇č˾ıŊŹđŭŭőħîŹıőŊ˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇ʻ˃˂ʺ˙̇qƕőŊ˘̇¸îŭîŊħőŊ˗̇˻q˾ ŪŭĞű-čĒƒđŃőŪŪđŉđŊŹ˼̇
series, with a foreword by Daniel Cérézuelle, 2009 ˙̇¸îŭıű˘̇q˾ĒćĭîŪŪĒđ˗̇ƓıŹĭ̇î̇
foreword by Daniel Cérézuelle, 2022.  

 
A critical look back at the early years of the environmental movement and its 
deep roots in Christian (especially Protestant) culture, with the underlying 
issues of the relationship of nature and freedom , and of their needful but 
uneasy joining against the t otalizing system of technological society that 
threatens them both. Using this paradoxical tension as a yardstick, 
Charbonneau probes the ways in which concepts of Nature have developed as 
industrialization became second nature and jeopardized the original , taken for 
granted until its advent. This allows Charbonneau to explain how movements 
and policies claiming to deal with this issue have gone wrong.  English 
translation  by Christian Roy , with a foreword by Daniel Cérézuelle and an 
introduction by Piers. H. G. Stephens, London: Bloomsbury, 2016, 
https://www.bloomsbury.com/ca/green -light -9781350027091/  

  

https://www.bloomsbury.com/ca/green-light-9781350027091/


 

https://www.bloomsbury.com/ca/green-light-9781350027091/


 

1980: Je fus. Essai sur la liberté 

(I Was. An Essay on Freedom.) Self- published, Pau: 1980; Bordeaux: Opales, with 
a foreword by Daniel Cérézuelle, 2000 ; Paris: R & N, 2021. 

Man as a being who craves for freedom and yet cannot bear it as it is, i.e. , the 
tension - fraught unity of the spirit and the flesh in a contingent mortal 
existence. He will thus grasp at every conceivable justification to be relieved 
of the anxiety this awareness brings, as long as he can convince himself he 
does it freely, to ach ieve freedom  even. Society usually provides ready - made 
outlets for this impulse, but individual forms of escapism are not spared either 
ıŊ̇6đŭŊîŭč̇7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž˾ű̇ŪđŭűőŊîŃ̇ćîŃŃ̇to  each reader to join him in the tragic 
experience of conscious, embodied freedo m, which he considered the 
ŹđűŹîŉđŊŹ̇őĦ̇ĭıű̇ŃıĦđ˾ű̇ŃőŊđŃƕ̇ĽőžŭŊđƕ̇îħîıŊűŹ̇đƒđŭƕ̇ćžŭŭđŊŹ̇őĦ̇ŉőčđŭŊ̇űőćıđŹƕ˖ 

  



1981: Une seconde nature 

(A Second Nature.) Self-ŪžĆŃıűĭđč˗̇¸îž˘̇ʻ˃˂ʻ˙̇¸îŭıű˘̇qđ̇űîŊħ̇čđ̇Ńî̇Çđŭŭđ˗̇˻qî̇
ŪđŊűĒđ̇ĒćőŃőħıŬžđ˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇ƓıŹĭ̇î̇ĦőŭđƓőŭč̇Ćƕ̇=îŊıđŃ̇7ĒŭĒƜžđŃŃđ˗̇ʼʺʻʼ˖ 

Ūĭőŭıűŉű̇îŭőžŊč̇Źĭđ̇Źĭđŉđ̇őĦ̇ŉîŊ˾ű̇îŉĆıħžőžű̇ŭđŃîŹıőŊ̇Źő̇űőćıđŹƕ̇îű̇ĭıű̇
second nature, shielding him from the first one at t he price of his own 
freedom.  

 

1991: Nuit et jour. Science et culture 

(Night and Day. Science and Culture .) ¸îŭıű˘̇AćőŊőŉıćî˗̇˻7ŃîűűıŬžđű̇čđű̇
¿ćıđŊćđű̇űőćıîŃđű˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇ʻ˃˃ʻ˖ 

The Paradox of Culture  ˭ʻ˃ˀʿ˗̇űđđ̇îĆőƒđˮ̇îű̇î̇˻ćŭđîŹıƒđ˼̇îŃıĆı̇Ħőŭ̇Źĭđ̇˻űđŭıőžű˼̇
ĆžűıŊđűű̇őĦ̇¿ćıđŊćđ̇îű̇ŉőčđŭŊ̇űőćıđŹƕ˾ű Ultima Ratio  (written by 1986), in a 
coupling of works devoted  to these two sides of the same coin.  

  



1991: Sauver nos régions. Écologie, régionalisme et sociétés locales 

(Saving Our Regions. Ecology, Regionalism and Local Societies.) Paris: Le Sang 
čđ̇Ńî̇Źđŭŭđ˗̇˻qđű̇čőűűıđŭű̇čđ̇Ń˾ĒćőŃőħıđ˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇ʻ˃˃ʻ˖ 

Originally titled  La planète et le canton , this book explores the existential 
connection  between the local and the global that defines political ecology as a 
social project.  

 

 

1996: Il court, il court, le fricҿ 

(Money Makes the World Go Round.) Bordeaux: Opales, 1996. 

7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž˾ű̇Źîŀđ̇őŊ̇Źĭıű̇Źĭđŉđ̇Źő̇Ɠĭıćĭ̇AŃŃžŃ̇îŃűő̇čđƒőŹđč̇ĭıű̇early 
book  q˷\őŉŉđ̀đŹ̀Ń˷îŭħđŊŹ (1954). 

  



 

1997: Un festin pour Tantale. Nourriture et société industrielle 

(A Feast for Tantalus. Food and Industrial Society .) Paris: Le Sang de la terre, 
˻¿îƒđžŭű̇čđ̇Ńî̇Źđŭŭđ˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇ʻ˃˃ˁ˙̇¸îŭıű˘̇qđ̇űîŊħ̇čđ̇Ńî̇Çđŭŭđ˗̇˻qî̇ŪđŊűĒđ̇
ĒćőŃőħıŬžđ˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇ʼʺʻʻ˗̇ƓıŹĭ̇î̇ĦőŭđƓőŭč̇Ćƕ̇wıćĭđŃ̇~ŊĦŭîƕ˖ 

When tasteless, homogenized artificial nutrients become the industrial norm, 
healthy, varied ˻őŭħîŊıć˼̇Ħőőč̇Ćđćőŉđű̇î̇űŪđćıîŃŹƕ̇ŃžƔžŭƕ˗̇ŪîŭŹ̇őĦ̇Źĭđ̇ƒđŭƕ̇
system that makes it a scarce product.  

  



2004: Comment ne pas penser 

(How to Avoid Thinking) . Bordeaux: Opales, 2004.  

`ŭőŊƕ̇îű̇Źĭđ̇ŃîűŹ̇ŭđűőŭŹ̇őĦ̇ŹĭőžħĭŹ̇îŹ̇Źĭđ̇ĭđıħĭŹ̇őĦ̇űđŭıőžűŊđűű˖̇˻Çĭđűđ̇pages 
were born of the failure to communicate the essence of a life devoted to the 
ćŭđîŹıƒđ̇čđĆîŹđ̇ĆđŹƓđđŊ̇Źĭđ̇ıŊčıƒıčžîŃ̇îŊč̇ĭıű̇űőćıđŹƕ˖˼ 

 

 

2006: Bien aimer sa maman 

(How to Love your Mummy  Well.) Bordeaux: Opales, 2006.  

̇ĭžŉőŭőžű̇Ńőőŀ̇îŹ̇ŉőčđŭŊ̇¿őćıđŹƕ̇îű̇Źĭđ̇ıŊčıƒıčžîŃ˾ű̇wőŹĭđŭ- Goddess, with 
the underlying structures (the State, the Economy, Science, Culture, etc.) that 
give her enduring identity under the guise of constant change.  

  



2010: Finis Terrae 

˦qîŊč˷ű̀AŊč.) ¸îŭıű˘̇/̇ŪŃžű̇č˾žŊ̇ŹıŹŭđ˗̇˻qî̇ŃıħŊđ̇č˾ĭőŭıƜőŊ˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇ĦőŭđƓőŭč̇Ćƕ̇
Didier Laurencin, 2010.  

The modern conquest of space and time increasingly fills up every corner and 
every moment of a finite world, depriving us of any meaningful experience of 
them. (A t ranslation of the first fifty pages  by David Bade and Christian Roy  
is available as a sample, e.g. , for potential publishers .) 

 

2013: Le Changement 

(Change.) Paris: Le Pas de côté, 2013. 

The industrial world as an endless, boundless, aimless construction site, as 
inhospitable to life as a war zone.  

  



 

 

2014: Nous sommes des révolutionnaires malgré nous. Textes pionniers 
fg"nҲּרeqnqikg"rqnkvkswg 

(We Are Revolutionaries in Spite of  Ourselves. Pioneering Texts of Political 
Ecology), with  Jacques Ellul˖̇¸îŭıű˘̇qđ̇¿đžıŃ˗̇˻ ŊŹĭŭőŪőćĞŊđ˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇
introduction by Quentin Hardy, with critical notes by Christian Roy, 2014. 
 
This is a collection of four early texts from the time of the close collaboration 
of Bernard Charbonnea u and Jacques Ellul as leaders of a regional branch of 
the Personalist movement in Southwestern France, to which they gave their 
žŊıŬžđ̇ŹđćĭŊőćŭıŹıćîŃ̇űŹîŉŪ˗̇ŃıŀđŃƕ̇ŉîŀıŊħ̇ıŹ̇Źĭđ̇ƓőŭŃč˾ű̇ĦıŭűŹ̇ŭđćőħŊıƜîĆŃđ̇
example of political ecology as a revolutionary mo vement in its own right 
beyond Right and Left, as shown in a fine historical introduction. It starts with 
the only known text overtly co - authored by Charbonneau and Ellul, 
˻VžıčđŃıŊđű̇Ħőŭ̇î̇¸đŭűőŊîŃıűŹ̇wîŊıĦđűŹő˼̇˭ʻ˃ʽʿ˗̇îŃŭđîčƕ̇ŪžĆŃıűĭđč̇îű Directives 
pour  un manifeste personnaliste  in  Cahiers Jacques- Ellul  No. ʻ˗̇˻qđű̇îŊŊĒđű̇
ŪđŭűőŊŊîŃıűŹđű˼˗̇ ʼʺʺʾ˗̇ ŪŪ˖̇ ˀʽ- 79), followed by three dazzlingly prophetic 
7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž̇ŹđƔŹű˘̇˻¸ŭőħŭđűű̇îħîıŊűŹ̇wîŊ˼̇˭˻qđ̇¸ŭőħŭĞű̇ćőŊŹŭđ̇Ń˾\őŉŉđ˼˗̇
1936), ˻ UđđŃıŊħ̇Ħőŭ̇xîŹžŭđ̇îű̇î̇ŭđƒőŃžŹıőŊîŭƕ̇Ħőŭćđ˼̇˭˻qđ̇űđŊŹıŉđŊŹ̇čđ̇Ńî̇xîŹžŭđ˗̇
Ħőŭćđ̇ŭĒƒőŃžŹıőŊŊîıŭđ˼˗̇1937) îŊč̇˻Çĭđ̇ãđîŭ̇ʼʺʺʺ˼̇˭˻ Ŋ̇čđžƔ̇ŉıŃŃđ˼˗̇1945, on the 
implications of the A - bomb), the latter  available online in an English 
translation by Louis Cancelmi  at https://www.signals -
noise.com/2017/03/17/bernard - charbonneau - political - ecology/  

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Ellul
https://www.signals-noise.com/2017/03/17/bernard-charbonneau-political-ecology/
https://www.signals-noise.com/2017/03/17/bernard-charbonneau-political-ecology/


 

2016: Lexique du verbe quotidien  

(Lexicon of Everyday Speech.) Geneva: Héros- Limite, ˻UđžıŃŃđű̇č˾ĭđŭĆđ˼̇űđŭıđű˗̇
2016. 
 
A collection of long - form columns  arranged in word entries that first 
appeared in the Protestant weekly Réforme in the 1950s, containing ea rly 
formulations of many of the themes  Bernard  Charbonneau would go on 
to develop in his books in subsequent decades.   



2017: NҲJqoog"gp"uqp"temps et en son lieu  

(Man in His Time and Place. ) Paris: R & N, A˻rs Longa Vita Brevis˼ṡeries, with 
a foreword by Jean Bernard- Maugiron , 2017. 
 

In this brief text w ritten in  1960, Bernard Charbonneau examines the vital r ole 
of time and place in enabling or hampering human freedom, in an era when 
technology fractures and  shrivels  them . 

 

 

 
2018: Quatre témoins de la liberté (Montaigne, Rousseau, Berdiaeff, 
Dostoïevski)  
(Four Witnesses to Freedom: Montaigne, Rousseau, Berdiaeff, Dostoevsky.) 
Paris: R & N, A˻rs Longa Vita Brevis˼ṡeries, with a foreword by Daniel 
Cérézuelle , 2018. 
 
6đŭŊîŭč̇7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž˾ű̇ĦıŊîŃ̇ŹđűŹîŉđŊŹ̇őŊ̇Ħreedom as the lodestar of his 
thought, revisited through the prism of four authors who helped him articulate 
aspects of this common theme.    



 

 
2018: Vers la banlieue totale  
(Towards Total Sprawl. ) Paris: Eterotopia , R˻hizome˼ṡeries, 2018. 

̇űđŪîŭîŹđ̇ŭđıűűžđ̇őĦ̇7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž˾ű̇essays accompanying  sections of the 
photo book  La fin du paysage published with Maurice Bardet  in 1972 (see 
above). 



2019: Le totalitarisme industriel  

(Industrial  Total itarianism .) Paris: q˾BćĭîŪŪĒđ, L˻e pas de côté˼ṡeries, 
foreword by Pierre Thiesset, 2018. 

A collection of 6đŭŊîŭč̇7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž˾ű̇ćőŃžŉŊ̇C˻hroniques du terrain vague ˼̇
(˻7ĭŭőŊıćŃđű̇őĦ̇Źĭđ̇ƒîćîŊŹ̇ŃőŹ˼ˮ for  La Gueule ouverte between 1972 and 1977 
and of articles published in Combat nature  from 1974 to his death in 1996, that 
made him a respected radical voice in the French ecological movement  he 
pioneered and steadfastly championed  

 

 
2021: La nature du combat : pour une révolution écologique 
(The Nature of the Struggle: For an Ecological Revolution .), with Jacques Ellul. 
¸îŭıű˘̇q˾BćĭîŪŪĒđ˗ L˻e pas de côté˼ṡeries, foreword s by Pierre Thiesset  and 
Frédéric Rognon , 2021. 

A collection of articles by Bernard Charbonneau  and Jacques Ellul for the 
ecological review  Combat nature .  

.  



 
2021: La Société médiatisée 
(Mediatized Society.) Paris: R & N, foreword by André Vitalis, af terword by 
Christian Roy , 2021. Serialized English translation underway on the dedicated 
crowdfunding site https://www.patreon.com/christianroymedia . 
 
Charbonneau's reflection on media owed much to the bitter experience of 
being ignored by Technological/Mediatized Society for dealing with its 
mechanisms as such rather than taking sides in dominant discourses about 
current affairs, under cover of which it reshapes human reality unimpeded. 
Such immediate and profound change does not even count as news for the 
media that screen out any serious discussion of it, tacitly justifying it instead 
of informing the public about its implications so people could form their own 
ĽžčħŉđŊŹ˖̇˻Çĭđ̇ŉđčıî̇îŭđ̇ĆŃıŊč̇Źő̇Źĭđ̇čîıŃƕ̇ŭđîŃıŹıđű̇ŹĭîŹ̇ćőŉđ̇Ćîćŀ̇đƒđŭƕ̇čîƕ˖̇
They need new stuff, instantly forgotten in favour of some other new 
ŹĭıŊħ˖˼˭ʿʼ- 53) This is the law of the scoop that governs "i nformation - publicity -
propaganda" as a single set of phenomena, which gives  its title to the second 
part of  La Société médiatisée̠ ̇ĦžŃĦıŃŃıŊħ̇Źĭđ̇ŹŭîŊűıŹıőŊ̇˻Ħŭőŉ̇űŪđđćĭ̇Źő̇ıŹű̇
ıŊčžűŹŭıîŃ̇ŭđŪŭőčžćŹıőŊ˼̇ćőƒđŭđč̇ıŊ̇Źĭđ̇ĦıŭűŹ̇ŪîŭŹ˖̇áĭîŹ̇Źĭıű̇Ńđîčű̇Źő̇ıŊ̇Źĭđ̇
thıŭč̇ŪîŭŹ̇ıű̇Źĭđ̇˻ŉîŊžĦîćŹžŭıŊħ̇őĦ̇îŊ̇îŊŹıŭđîŃıŹƕ˼˗̇Ćđűıčđű̇Ɠĭıćĭ̇7őŭŪőŭîŹđ̇őŭ̇
State censorship is secondary: for the censorship of a Third Power t˶he 
Media i˶s automatic, beyond the awareness of those who experience it or who 
exert it, as we now know too wel l as willing pawns of data algorithms. In a final 
part, asking "Well then, what is to be done?", Charbonneau explores some 
avenues to get beyond mediatized information and regain access to the kind 
of direct personal knowledge that humans thirst for as med iators of meaning.    

https://www.patreon.com/christianroymedia


 

Articles  

Bernard Charbonneau published a great many articles in several periodicals, 
starting with those of the Personalist movement, contributing a few important 
articles (e.g.  on advertising and on education) to its main review  Esprit , but, 
along with Ellul, mostly writing much of the material of tiny - circulation 
internal newsletters of its regional branches in Southwestern France, where 
most of their key ideas were first artic ulated. After the war, Ellul would be 
instrumental in giving Charbonneau access to Protestant publications, such as 
the student journal  Le Semeur to which he occasionally contributed from 1945 
to the 1980s, and especially the weekly  Réforme from 1950 to th e early 1960s, 
where the topics of their respective books were often first sketched e˶ven 
those of one by the other in some cases! After getting a second wind as an 
elder statesman of the environmental movement of the 1970s, Charbonneau 
had a regular colum n in  La Gueule ouverte (The Gaping Mouth ), an 
appropriately irreverent ecological spin - off of the satirical paper  Charlie -
Hebdo, from 1972 to 1977, and would also contribute to the regional 
newspaper  La République des Pyrénées from 1977 to 1983, as well as to the 
environmentalist review  Combat Nature  from 1974 to his death in 1996. In the 
early 1990s, at the instigation of Christian Roy, Charbonneau also contributed 
to special issues of the Montreal -Ćîűđč̇ ŹŭıŃıŊħžîŃ̇ ˻ŹŭîŊűćžŃŹžŭîŃ̇
ŉîħîƜıŊđ˼ Vice Versa on the themes of nature, work, and media.  

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Gueule_ouverte_(journal)
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_R%C3%A9publique_des_Pyr%C3%A9n%C3%A9es


Literature on Bernard Charbonneau  

The go- to source for  a steady supply of materials by and about Bernard 
Charbonneau is Jean Bernard- Maugiron ˾ű̇ ƓđĆűıŹđ 
https://lagrandemue.wordpress.com/ ˖̇ ˭`Ź̇ ıű̇ Ŋîŉđč̇ îĦŹđŭ̇ 7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž˾ű̇
central concept of the Grande Mue , anticipating recent acknowledgments of 
the Anthropocene era  as that of the Great Moulting of the human species, 
đŉîŊćıŪîŹđč̇Ħŭőŉ̇ŊîŹžŭđ˾ű̇ćőŊűŹîŊŹ̇Ūŭđűűžŭđ̇őŊŃƕ̇Źő̇űžććžŉĆ̇Źő̇î̇̃űđćőŊč̇
nature" of its  own making: totalized society. ) 

̇ĦîıŭŃƕ̇ćőŉŪŃđŹđ̇ŃıűŹ̇őĦ̇6đŭŊîŭč̇7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž˾ű̇îŭŹıćŃđű˗̇ćőŉŪıŃđč̇Ćƕ Roland 
de Miller , appeared at the end of the proceedings of the first conference 
devoted to him in Toulouse a few weeks after his death:  

 

Jacques Prades, ed. Bernard Charbonneau une vie entière à dénoncer la grande 
imposture . »îŉőŊƒıŃŃđ˘̇BŭĞű˗̇˻¿őćıő-ĒćőŊőŉıđ˼̇űđŭıđű˗ 1997.  

https://lagrandemue.wordpress.com/
http://asbric.pagesperso-orange.fr/bibli/cvabrege.html
http://asbric.pagesperso-orange.fr/bibli/cvabrege.html


The proceedings of a more recent  conference on Charbonneau in Bordeaux 
in 2019 have recently been published:  

 

Florence Louis, ed.  Résister au totalitarisme industriel: Actualité de la pensée 
de Bernard Charbonneau . Paris: R & N, 2022.



While we await the publication of Sébastien Morillon -6ŭıĞŭđ˾ű̇ćîŪîćıőžű̇
dissertation on Bernard Charbonneau, the only monograph on his life and 
though t  remain s the following:  

 

Daniel Cérézuelle, Écologie et liberté. Bernard Charbonneau : précurseur de 
Ń˷ĒćőŃőħıđ̀ ŪőŃıŹıŬžđˏ qƕőŊ˘̇ ¸îŭîŊħőŊˣàű˗̇ ˻q˾ ŪŭĞű-čĒƒđŃőŪŪđŉđŊŹ˼̇ űđŭıđű˗ 
2006 ; reissued as Nature et liberté : introduction à la pensée de Bernard 
Charbonneau . ¸îŭıű˘̇q˾BćĭîŪŪĒđ˗ 2022. 
 

For a pocket - size survey and anthology, see:  

.  

Daniel Cérézuelle, Bernard Charbonneau ou la critique du développement 
exponentiel . Paris ˘̇ qđ̇ Ūîűűîħđŭ̇ ćŃîŊčđűŹıŊ˗̇ ˻Les Précurseurs de la 
décroissance  ˼series (Serge Latouche , ed.), 2018.



Papers Collected by Christian Roy regarding Bernard Charbonneau:  

View this  Academia webpage as well as https://roychristian.academia.edu  

Some key articles on Bernard Charbonneau:  

Daniel Cérézuelle , ˻ 7ŭıŹıŬžđ̇čđ̇Ńî̇ŉőčđŭŊıŹĒ̇ćĭđƜ̇7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž˼, in Patrick Troude -
Chastenet , ed., Sur Jacques Ellul. qđ̇6őžűćîŹ˘̇q˾AűŪŭıŹ̇čž̇ŹđŉŪű˗̇ʻ˃˃ʾ˗̇ŪŪ˖̇ˀʻ-
74. 

Christian Roy , ˻ žƔ̇űőžŭćđű̇čđ̇Ń˾ĒćőŃőħıđ̇ŪőŃıŹıŬžđ̇˘̇Ńđ̇ŪđŭűőŊŊîŃıűŉđ̇ħîűćőŊ̇čđ̇
6đŭŊîŭč̇7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž̇đŹ̇lîćŬžđű̇AŃŃžŃ˼˗ Canadian Journal of History / Annales 
ćîŊîčıđŊŊđű̀č˷ĭıűŹőıŭđ, XXVII, April 1992, pp. 67- 100. 

Christian Roy , ˻AćőŃőħıćîŃ̇ ¸đŭűőŊîŃıűŉ˘̇ Çĭđ̇ 6őŭčđîžƔ̇ ¿ćĭőőŃ̇ őĦ̇ 6đŭŊîŭč̇
7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž̇îŊč̇lîćŬžđű̇AŃŃžŃ˼˗̇ıŊ Ethical Perspectives (organ of the European 
Ethics Network), vol. VI, no 1, April 1999, pp. 33- 44 (summarized as document 
no. 698481 in Vol. 36 of Çĭđ̀¸ĭıŃőűőŪĭđŭ˷ű̀`ŊčđƔ, 2003), available online as a pdf 
at Ethical Perspectives . 

Christian Roy˗̇˻6đŭŊîŭč̇7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž˾ű̇AćőŃőħıćîŃ̇»đĦŃđćŹıőŊ̇őŊ̇àıőŃđŊćđ̇îŊč̇áîŭ̇
ıŊ̇¿őćıđŹƕ˗̇Źĭđ̇¿ŹîŹđ̇îŊč̇»đƒőŃžŹıőŊ˼˗̇ıŊ̇The Philosophical Journal of Conflict 
and Violence, Vol. IV, Issue 2/2020, pp. 158 - 176, downloadable  at 
https://trivent - publishing.eu/img/cms/9 - %20Christian%20Roy_full.pdf . 

Christian Roy˗̇˻Technological Society as Mediatized  Society: An Introduction to 
6đŭŊîŭč̇7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž˾ű̇wđčıî̇7ŭıŹıŬžđ̇ıŊ̇ıŹű̇6őŭčđîžƔ̇¿ćĭőőŃ̇7őŊŹđƔŹ˼˗̇ıŊ̇
New Explorations , Vol. 2, No. 1 (Spring 2022), pp. 113- 128, downloadable  at 
https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/nexj/article/view/37381/28670 . 

Patrick Troude - Chastenet , ˻6đŭŊîŭč̇ 7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž̇ ˘̇ VĒŊıđ̇méconnu ou faux 
ŪŭőŪĭĞŹđ˝˼˗ Revue Internationale de Politique Comparée , Vol. 4, No. 1, May 1997, 
pp.189- 207. 

Onli ne interviews  : 

- Ç˻ĭđ̇áőŭŀ̇őĦ̇6đŭŊîŭč̇7ĭîŭĆőŊŊđîž̇ƓıŹĭ̇7ĭŭıűŹıîŊ̇»őƕ˼˗̇xőƒđŉĆđŭ̇ʻʻ˗̇ʼʺʼʺ˗̇
https://podtail.com/podcast/hermitix/the - work - of- bernard -
charbonneau - with - christian - roy/  

- Bernard Charbonneau Salon  with  Gerry Fialka , March 7, 2023, 
https://www.youtube.com/@improbablywrongabouteveryt6781/streams . 

file:///C:/Users/Admin/Desktop/Sauvegarde/Documents/Charbonneau/Academia%20webpage
https://roychristian.academia.edu/
http://www.ethical-perspectives.be/page.php?LAN=E&FILE=ep_detail&ID=21&TID=1363
https://trivent-publishing.eu/img/cms/9-%20Christian%20Roy_full.pdf
https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/nexj/article/view/37381/28670
https://podtail.com/podcast/hermitix/the-work-of-bernard-charbonneau-with-christian-roy/
https://podtail.com/podcast/hermitix/the-work-of-bernard-charbonneau-with-christian-roy/
https://www.youtube.com/@improbablywrongabouteveryt6781/streams

